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“l only came to Hope House to get my GED. , / 'U‘”" _‘1
I didn’t expect to find a love of learning I'd long since forgotten. o ) =
But I did.

I didn’t expect that I'd feel welcome, and like | was someone
special.

But I did.

I didn’t expect to become a better mother — but I am.

I didn’t expect to get to know God, and how much He loves me -
but that's what happened.

I only came for my GED.” (DZV@&M Muﬁ&rﬁofwﬁc

DeAndra bravely shared these words before a crowd of 380
at our Annual Gala. They are some of the most simple and profound
statements | have ever heard from a teen mom at Hope House. Ten
months ago DeAndra saw a sign at the WIC office about our GED
Lab. She came to class expecting to keep her head down, ignore
the usual dismissive attitudes, and just get her GED and get out.
Instead, she found a warm and inviting classroom, a funny, loving
teacher, and friends like she’'d never had before. Five months ago
DeAndra applied for the Mentoring Program, and now she is
matched with a wonderful Mentor, and she has become deeply
engaged in our community at Hope House.

YOU are our community at Hope House. Even when you are
not here visiting, or volunteering, or spending time praying or
sending your gifts, you are here. You are a part of who we are. And
you have welcomed DeAndra into our community.

We have learned a wonderful lesson at Hope House this year,
and it is this: not every teen mom needs a place to live. But they all
need a place to belong. Thank you for giving DeAndra not just her
GED, or even her parenting classes, but a community to belong to.

We are so incredibly grateful for your financial investment in
the lives of our teen mothers and their children, and we ask for your
prayerful consideration of a gift this year. Most of all, we look
forward to being in community with you, as together, we offer our
sweet young moms a place to belong.

, / / Lisa Steven, Executive Director
@y% ( Hope House of Colorado

P.S. Please see the enclosed slip to learn details on how your annual gift can be incrementally
matched if you give your gift on December 8th, for Colorado Gives Day!




